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confreres to assist him. This faux pas arose from the
fact that whilst the German representative knew of the
two-Emperor agreement, Nicholas was cunning enough
to keep his own folly from his advisers. " Our political
and military power/' said Baron Heyking to M. Gerard,
" do not suffice to obtain us in China a place equivalent
to olir rank as a Power. We want a seat at the Chinese
fcable," and he quoted a saying of Baron von Marschall,
" Bayonets serve for everything except a seat." China,
he admitted, had refused his request, but he got no help
from either the French or the Russian Ministers. A few
months later, Herren Nies and Henle died that Germany
might expand. M. Hanotaux, the French Foreign Minister,
M. Mouravief, Count Witte and M. Cassini offered the
stiffest support to the Chinese resistance to the cession of
Kiao-chau, and it was only the revelation to them by von
Tschirschsky, the German Ambassador at St. Petersburg,
of the secret two-Emperor agreement that ended their
opposition, with the determination to compensate them-
selves with Port Arthur for Russia and Kwangtshouwan
for France. Great Britain seized Wei-hai-wei.1

Obviously, the retrocession of Kiao-chau directly to
China was not a measure which Japan could witness with
equanimity. If Japan was to enter the war the princi-
pal raison d'etre was to convert Shantung from being
a German sphere of influence into a Japanese sphere.
Secondly, the successful conclusion of retrocession negotia-
tions between Yuan-shi-Kai and Germany would have
enormously added to the President's influence in China and
would have correspondingly diminished Japanese influence.
On August 15, therefore, Japan despatched an ultimatum to
Germany demanding inter alia the surrender of Kiao-chau
"for eventual restoration to China/' a phrase doubtless
added to placate Chinese opinion, though nobody at that
time, I fancy, ever expected that such an altruistic declara-
tion would be carried into effect. The Japanese ultimatum
greatly increased the troubles of Yuan-shih-Kai, who
fully realized the menace to China that the landing of a

* North China Daily News, August 9, 1896.